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Community groups across the Hepburn and Moorabool Shire will share in $40,000 from the Hepburn Wind 
Community Fund’s third round of grants since the wind farm was commissioned in 2011. 
 
Twenty applications were assessed by the Community Fund committee totalling over $100,000. The 
volunteer committee had $40,000 to distribute this round and has chosen fourteen projects. Twelve 
projects are located within the Hepburn Shire and two projects in the Moorabool Shire, close to the wind 
farm in Leonards Hill. 
 
As part of its pioneering benefit sharing commitment, Hepburn Wind has established the the annual 
community grants program, which is topped up by its retail partner, Red Energy. Every household that 
signs on to the Community Saver, Red Energy and Hepburn Wind’s joint offering, increases the size of the 
fund. Red Energy’s contribution has seen Round 3 grow to $40,000 this year, along with an increase in 
local event sponsorship. 
 
Tony Gill, Chair of Hepburn Wind, said “Right from the start we’ve committed to spreading the benefits of 
the project to more than just the 2000 members of the co-operative.” 
 
The 2013 Community Fund recipients are: 

● Glenlyon Progress Association Cycling for sound  
● Melbourne Chamber Orchestra Daylesford Chamber Music Weekend  Development  
● Daylesford Neighbourhood Centre Community Solar, Heating and Energy Efficiency  
● Daylesford Riding for Disabled Centre Arena seating and fencing  
● Ballan & District Kindergarten Information Technology  
● Jubilee Lake Co-operative Ltd Solar Street Lights Pilot Project  
● Creswick Neighbourhood Centre Local Warming Project  
● Gordon Primary School Sustaining Cultural Awareness 
● Franklinford Cemetery Trust Public Seats  
● Hepburn Wildlife Shelter inc. Hospital facility for injured wildlife  
● Daylesford & District Historical Society Inc. Revealing our heritage  
● Daylesford Community Theatre Reel to Real… Empowering Volunteers  
● Daylesford Dharma School Eco - learning Hub  
● Trentham Sustainability Group Trentham Renewable Energy Project 

 
Community Officer Taryn Lane said “This funding will help strengthen our community across the areas of 
environment, recreation, wellbeing, education and culture.” 
 
“We were very happy with the quality of applicants from around the shire for this round. We were 
particularly pleased to see another local co-operative receive funding as well as a renewable energy 
project. Clearly there’s a growing consciousness around renewable energy, sustainability and self-
sufficiency in our community.” 
 



“The Community Fund is an integral part of Hepburn Wind and we are often told that this commitment to 
the community is a significant factor in the project’s widespread support.” 
 
Recently elected director Mitch Watson added “We encourage all Victorians to sign up to Red Energy’s 
Community Saver at redenergy.com.au/hepburnwind to help grow our community fund.” 
 
The Hepburn Community Wind Farm is the Australia’s first community-owned wind farm and generates 
more energy annually than is used by Daylesford and much of the surrounding area. The co-operatively 
owned project has won many major accolades, including the Victorian Premier’s Sustainability Award 2011 
and the World Wind Energy Award 2012. 
 
Contact: Taryn Lane 0458 048 287 
 

 


